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Sir R, Peefe. nowis; as far as my knowledge reaches with refpeét to other T Trades,’ I believe if the
e — reftriGions were removed ﬁmllar good effets would arife from it, i e

Are you able to ftate to the Committee, from your own knowledge or obfervations,
what number of years wiil be neceflary to make a good and competent Cloth-
worker and (hearman in all its branches, mppoimg the boy to be apprenticed at the
age of fourteen years 2—1I cannot anfwer that quettion.

|Adj ourned.

Committee on the Woollen Trade.

Fovis, §° die Funii 1806.
7. Grabam, Eyj, JAMES GRAHAM, Efquire, (a Member of the Committee).

TN
Examined by the Committee.

ARE you acquainted with the part of the Welt Riding of Yorkfhire where -
the woollen manufadure is carried on ?—Yes.

Will you have the goodnefs to ftate the. refult of your obfervationsjand experience, -, . .
fo far as they may throw a light upen the fubje@s under confideration in this Com- -
_ mittee ?—I became conneed with the county of York fo long ago as! the year 1782,
and poffefled of a {mall property in the neighbourhood of Leed», let out at that time
in agricultural farms ; 1 continued it from that time without making any enquiry into
the general fituation or nature of the trade of that country, and let|them upon the
fame terms for fourteen years, the leafes expired in 1795 ; previous to that, in 1794 and
1795, being in the habitof vifiiing manufaéturers and merchants, particularly an uncle
of Mrs. Graham’ s, Mr. Edmund Lodge, they fuggeited to me thdt*lt would be a
mott beneticial thing to the country to divide thofe agricultural farms into {mall
allotments for cloth.crs, not only to myfelf as proprietor but to the cpuntry at large,
that they thought it would encreafe the domettic fyftem, and encouxaoju very much ;"
Mr. Lodge bemg the pofieflor of an eftate called Ecclefhill, in the net rhbourhood was
roceeding on the fame plan. 1vifited from that time almoft every clothmaker s houfe
in the neiy shbourhood, to difcover the beft plan of building, and foon after 1 began and
buil twelve or fourteen houfes in the neighbourhood, every one of whlch was imme-
diately taken at almoft any price 1 Lhofc 1o fix, with five, ix, feven, ezght, or ten acres
of land, according to the ability ¢f the man; in Armley, Bramlcv, Horfcforth, and
the neigh bourmo places, from 1795 or 1796 to the prefent time, | wjll undertake to
fay, hwnw vifited iwice a year, during that time, every part cf that cuatry, not only
the popul,at:on is encreafed but the domeftic manufacturers have encrehfed in number
as well as in wealth, if one may judge from appearances; they are now, inftead of living. . - o-
thut up in narrow ftreets, in towns extending themfelves into the mlddlc of a ﬁe]d
you may fee two or three manufa@urers houfes in almoft every field i in Armley ; t‘lCY
are doubled within thefe ten years ia Bramlt.y, nearly the fame in Herfeforth; they
have encreafed very greatly, not perhaps in the fame proportion, in I&xrk‘hll and Hea-
dingly, there was not a fingle manufacturer when 1 firft went, now there are at lealt
fifteen or twenty mafter manufaélurexs, this continued five or ﬁxW)ears, I made
enquiry of every merchant, 1 found that they were raifing a cry againf fattories ; I had
feveral deputarions from the Cloth Halls; 1 made enquiry into their ppofed appre-
henfions that the Factories would deftroy the domeftic fyftem, and, afteg every enquiry -
and mature deliberation and conﬁdcratwn, I was fatisfied that, fo far frond injuring them,
it muft be of very great benefit, and ‘on that ground alone I was appled toby fome ™
Merchants at Leeds, to builda manufaé‘*ory to lcr out, in order to promote the domeftic
{yftemn ; 1 built a manufactory, and let it to a great manufaCturer, and 1 am fure fince ic
has been built it does not benefit the letting the land, but it incites the domeftic
manufaturer to a competition; this I found on the enquiries I made, and the exami-
nations of various parts. I have feen myfelf that the improvements in the fattory are
very great indeed, there are a variety of cloths made which could not be| attempted by
domeftic Cloihiers, dyeing, for inftance, they could not carry to the extenth:] the domeflic

fyftem they do in the fadtory; Mr. Gott has introduced into Yorkfhireja moit advan.
tageous {chemne of dyeing by fteam initead of water, which kas colt him: many thoufand
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pounds in the experiments he has made ; greaz unprovements have Leen made like- 5. Graham, Efg.
wife in dyeing blues, fcarlets, and blacks ; for fome ume Mr. Gutt expended very large N—ou
fums of money in his experiments, which no man but a great capitaiift could have done;
they will produ ce a great faving of expence; but there are alfs oiher ad vantaies from the
* Faltorics, they gre continually trying experiténts'and making iinprovements, the great
improvements {n machinery arife from the great capitalifts; on that ground I certainly
did encourage| a faltory about five years ago; and [ have found that the domeltic
manufaCtory and the faQory fyftem are encreafing each other, and are carried on ro
much greater a'dvantagc where there are factories than where there are [olely domeftic
manufacturers) If the fattory fyftem were to exclude from the country the domeftic
fyftem it would be dreadful indeed, for it is very pleafing in Yorkfhire to fee the
domeftic Clothiers living in a field, with their homeftead, rather than thut up in a ftreet.
The encreafe of populationhas been very great, Idare fay the Merchants have encreafed
double; I can remember the time when there were not feven carriages kept in Leeds,
.ew -t andnow |l darcjfay there are a hundred; and I think the domeftic Clothiers have nearly
doubled in the diftrit to which I fpeak, between Bradford and Leeds, and up to
Wakefield; I dan ftate the .names almoft of the perfons poflefied of property, and
freeholders in Armley, who are doubled within thefe ten years; [ think they are nearly
doubled in Bramley, another townfhip, and I dare fay they are trebled in fome parts,
therefore I think that the dpprehenfions, as I have often faid to the Truftees of the
Cloth Halls, of themfelves and others of the domeftic manufactures, are not well
tounded;; if they were to lofe any labour by the introduion eof machinery, I fhould
be happy to fatisfy them, by giving up to them the property I have there.

Do the Committee underftand you right, that the intereft you have in the fuccefs of
-the fattory fyflem, in confequence of. your.having built ane factory, is as nothing
compared with|the intereft you have in the prefervation and profperity of the domeftic
fyftem i —Certainly.

i

Examined by M. Harrifon.

Has tlie encreafc in Armley been taken, with reference to the ftacement defivered in
by Mr. Ellis, fubfequent to its being doubted whether he had given a correct ftate-

ment?—Yes; and I can give in the name of every perfon who has been a domeftic
Clothier.

w i - It appeared by that, that there had been a confiderable decreafe ?—Yes, but it is not
corre€t by any{means; I have in my hand a ftatement of the names of the perfons
feven years ago, and now I have received this information, which has been colietted
by fome of the hioft re{pectable men in Armiley, and from my own knowledge of the
place, | bclicve|it to be correft; in 1786 eighty mafter Clothiers, in 1791 ninety-five,
in 1796 one hundred and ten, in 1801 one hundred and thirty; at this prefent time
there are one hundred and fixty mafter Clothiers in Armley, tae names of whom, if it
is neceflary, I will deliver in. :

Does the number, ftated as the exifting number at prefent, confilt of perfons
deriving their fupport as mafter Clothiers only, or are they not employed alfo by the
.. — = -FaGories?—Scme of them are occalionaily.employed by the Factories, but they are
domeftic Clothjers, having feparate and diftinét houfes and premifes of their own.

I am anxious to know whether in that number is included all thofe who work at
Lome, whether to fell on their own account or receiving employment from Faltories?—
I underftand it includes the perfons working at home, none of them working, except
occafionally, at Factories, they are all working at home as domeftic Clothiers.

Can you diftinguifh the sumber of thofe perfons who work fimply on their own
account?—-No,[l‘cannot do that, becaufe I believe that almolt every mafter manu-
faCurer, if he can get a better job from a faCtory, will take it; there.are a hundred and

_ fifty-nine or a hpndred and fizty mafter domeftic Clothiers in Armley; the proprictors

- of eftates have pncreafed nearly double within thefe ten years, which I confider s a
proof of the profperity of ne neighbourhood; in Bramley there has been nearly the fame
increafe if not a|greater; and I am fure in Kirkftall I can ftate polutively there was not a
fingle manufatturer but one, who could fcarcely be called fo, and now there are nearly
twenty ; I have divided farms in Armley, and the people who were farmers have now
become cloth makers.

Are you ab‘.c| to ftate how many of thofe hundred and fixty perfons make cloth and
fend to the Cloth Halls ? ~No; I cannot {tate that; I muft flate another circumftance
, which
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which I know to be a fact from living a great deal in that neighbourhood, that

a great many of thofe domeftic Clothiers and fome of the moft refpeftable, and =

fome of the richeft, never fend any cloth to the Cloth Hall, jparticularly the
fuperfine cloth; it is a new introdution, and is bought by the|Faories, who
have been the caufe of its introduction into Yorkthire, and they give our their
dire@ions to the Mafter Clothiers to make it according to thofe direions, and that
may be the reafon why the fame quantity of cloth is not expofed in. the Cloth Hall
as formerly, the fyftem is altered materially in that refpect. !

When you ftated that your intereft, as a proprietor of a fattory, bore no propor-
tion to your intereft in the domeftic fyftem, will you allow me to afk, whether that
anfwer had reference to your property, or only your general intereft in common with

the other members of Parliament ;in_the welfare of the fyftem ?—Certainly, with.
refpet to property ; I conceive if the faltory {yftemy was to prevail to the extent which

is apprehended, that is, to annihilate the domeftic manufa&turers, my |property in that
neighbourhoed would be worth very little; the faftory might, but 1 believe that
would even decreafe confiderably.

xamined by Mr. Jackfon.

Can you ftate what proportion the factory fyftem bears to the domeftic fyftem in the
North of England, with which you are acquainted ?—From my enquiry, aad certainly
I have made very particular enquiry, not only withing for the public good, but alfo

my own private intereft, to encourage the domeftic manufattory as well as the fatory - - =

fyftem, 1 have made the beft enquiry I can; I know in the neighbourhood of Lieeds
there are but four or five factories now in exiftence, they make but a very {fmall pro-
portion to the domeftic manufacturers.

If the fatory fyftem fhould prevail over the domeftic fyftem in the Weft, do you
apprehend that the confequences, according to the beft of your opinion, would be
lefs fevere and dreadful to the Weft than you fuppofe in that cafe they would be

to the North ?— As far as I have been able to underftand the nature*of the fyitem in .

the Weft, itis all, in fome meafure, the factory fyftem, there is no fuch thing as what
we in Yorkfhire call the domeftic fyftem; what I mean by the domefkic fyftem is the

little clothiers living in villages, or ‘i “détached places, with all their comforts, car- +~ =~

rying on bufinefs with their own capital; every one muft have fome capital, more or
lefs, to carry on his trade, and they are in fome degree little merchants as well as
manufa&urers in Yorkfhire; I underftand in the Welt of England it is quite the
reverfe of that, the manufaturer there is the fame as our common workman in a
fa&ory in Yorkfhire, except being in a detached houfe; in the Weft the wool is de-
livered out to them to weave, in Yorkthire the wool is the men’s own, property till it is
fold in the cloth, he buys the raw wool, and fells it in the Hall worked into cloth;
in the Weft I underftand they do not work on their own propcrtf; in Yorkfhire,
where there is one works on hired premifes there are ten who work on their own

property. | e e 1 -

Suppofing that in the counties of Wilts and Somerfet, and other parts of the Weft,

a great proportion of the trade fhould be condufled by fmall mefters, then, in your
apprehenfion, would the prevalence of the faGtory fyftem have a fimilar effe@ to what
you fuppofe it would have in the North ?—1 really cannot fay, I am afraid it is already
fo in the Weft of England, as far as I underftand the mode of carrying on the trade, it is
now fo; they have not the fame advantages and comforts which the people have in
Yorkfhire, and I fhould dread the fame in Yorkthire ; within the laft'ten or twelve

years I believe the number of mills, which I fhould call domeftic mills, manufatturers

mills, in the diftri¢t I am acquainted with, have been encreafed more than three

times, perhaps more than four times; -thofe which I fpeak of are the mills to which |

the domeftic Clothiers refort; domeftic Clothiers are rifing up very fat, and mills
feem to be erected in every valley; whenever I go into the country I find a new mill,
or a finall fleam engine ereted wherever there is any water; on the fmalleft brook
they erect a wheel to carry two or three engines ; they have erected machines upto a
thirty horfe engine, 1 do not mean gig mills or fhearing frames, but principally for
fcribbling and carding ; there are not gig mills in our neighbourhood. ‘

Are you able to fay, whether or not the domeflic fyftem of manufacture affords a
means by which any man of fobriety and induflry, who wifhes to engage in it, may ob-
tain credit for fuch a quantity of wool as to enable him to become a manufa&urer, and

€0 maintain’his family in comfort and independence.2—Moft certainly; I have known

many
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many inftances wberé perfons were not worth one fhilling, but from the reprefenta-
tion of their neighbours, that they were horeft and induftrious, they have got credit
for any quantity of wool they could work ; and I could fate an inftance, among many
others, of three brothers of the name of Gudfon, who lived ina hovel, and had only two

~ looms between thcn’J, borrowed or hired, and they could not get a larger building ; I

was informed refpecting them that they were very honeft and fober, and could gec
credit for wool, but could not erect a building, or hire one larger; on this reprefen-
tation being made to me, I built each of them a feparate houfe, each immediately
took feparate journeymen, and all their children were fet to work ; they have flou-
rithed from that time, and are in as comfortable a fitvation as any men would wifh
to be. I have known twenty other inftances, and I am perfuaded a fober induftrious
man may get creditjto any amount; indeed, I believe credit is too eafily given; I
am fure that the comforts of the cloth manufatturers, as well as the common cot-
tagers, are encreafed double fince I had the honour of knowing that country ; there

_ isnot a fingle cottagjr of forty or fifty fhillings a year; who has not his oven in the

fide of his chimney,) fo that if he gets home to dinner an hour earlier, or an hour
later than ufdal, it is always warm and comfortable for him; and I muft fay thae,
within thefe ten yearh, [ think the general good behaviour of the people has become
much better ; itis a|great deal better than that of people in the towns, where they
live together ; in towns I think they have encreafed in idlenefs and wretchednefs.

Have not the fm:lll Clothiers in-general a little land attached to their houfes ?—
They all have, or at|leaft wifh to have, in the general they have ; the quantity depends
on the fize of their family; if it is a very {mall family they wifh to have land enough
to keep a cow; if they have alarge family they wifh to keep two or three cows; fo
courage the domefiic manufaétory, according to the family, from three acres up to
fifteen; it is all padurc land, they fometimes wifh for a little ploughed land ; but
whenever a manufacturer engages in arable land, he is fure to wafte what he is get-
ting in making cloth.

- that I have allotted lthe quantity of land, and fo has every perfon who wifhes to en-

WALTER SPENCER STANHOPE, Efquire, (a Member of the Committee).

Examined by the Committee.

“Are you aéquaintcd with the part of the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire where the
woollen manufacturd is carried on?—1I am.

Will you have thé goodnefs to ftate the refult of your obfervations and experience,
fo far as they may throw a light upon the fubjets under confideration in this Com-
mittee >—My paternal eftate is fituate at Horfeforth near Leeds, all of which has
been in my pofleflion for upwards .of thirty years; there are no fafories, to my
knowledge, in that village, but there are four mills, generally called fcribbling mills,
that are principally, lif not entirely, employed for the ufe of the domeftic Clothiers,
and that have all been erefted within the laft twenty years, or lefs; the inhabitants of
that village are encrdafed from fourteen hundred and odd, in the year 1782 or 1783,
to twenty-two hundi::d and upwards when the population of the kingdom was taken
in 1795 or 1796, and I have every reafon to believe they have encreafed in a more
confiderable ratio finte that time. The principal employment of the inhabitants, ex-
clufive of agriculture, confifts in the trade of domeftic Clothiers, and if the factory
fyftem was to root out that of the domeftic Clothiers, it is my firm perfuafion and
belief that my eftate would not be worth having; inafmuch as it would take the
whole rent to maintain the poor that would then fall'upon the parith. I am myfelf
Jandlord to upwards| of fixty clothmakers tenements ; their opinions refpeting the
points preffed before this Committee by the petitioners, were about a year and a half
ago very much divided ; 1 had a good many of them affembled, not only of my own

" tenants, but other cldthmakers in the place at that time, for the purpofe of informing
- myfelf both of theit wifhes and of their reafons, and the arguments by which their

withes were fought fo be carried into effet; I found that their main object was to
ftop, if poffible, the Fa&ories; and ftill more, to prevent the encreafe of them; I
found that their obje& in prefling for the ftri¢t execution of the apprentice laws, and
for the limitation of looms, was only a means towards an end, which end was the
preventing
a.

F. Grabam, Efy.
;‘\/“"‘""J

W. 8. Stanbape, Efg.
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W' 5. Starbepe, Efge preventing an encreafe of the fattory fyltem; with refpect to the former, I found
‘—————-—"that in that meeting there was a great number, as well as I recollect a majority, who

had never been apprenticed themfclves; and if it had not been for the jealoufy of the
fattory fyftem, 1 believe the law of Elizabeth would have continued as oblolete, with
refpeé to apprenticefhips, as, from every knowledge I have been able|to obtain, it has

been for a great many years paft; I found thata ereat number who attended that meeting
thought there would be no advantage in the enforcing the apprentice Jaw. Interefted

as | have ftated myfelf to be in the maintenance of the domeftic fyftem, [ perfonally

feel no apprehenfions that the faCory fyltem will very rapidly encreafe or have the
effet of deftroying the domelftic [yftem ; if my opinion were otherwife, I might per-

haps be of opinion that the meafures recommended by the Petitioners might deferve

the ferious confideration of Parliament; but, being thoroughly perfuaded of the benefic
arifing from the competition arifing between the two fyltems, and the very great pre-
ponderance of the domeftic Clothiers, not only in pointof number of manufaéturers, .
but in the amount of the cloths fo manufattured by them, that though I am as much
interefled in it as almoft any individual can be, I have not the fmalleft apprehenfion

of any fuch effe& taking place, my ewn perfuafion is, that the fa&tdry fyttem is nog~—
now upon the encreafe, and I have very little doubt that the ingenuity and the
indutry of the domeftic Clothiers will prevent their beiag oppreﬂ??d by any fuch
encreafe, 1f fuch encreafe were at all probable, which in my opinion it is not.

Adjourned,

Cqmmittce on the Woollen Trade.

Veneris, 6° die Funii 1806, !

THE following Paper was delivered in and read :

“ AT a general meeting of the Inhabitants of the parifhes of Almondbury»
Kirkburton, arnd other places in the neighbourhood of Huddersfield, in the
Weft Riding of the county of York, who are any way idterefted in the
Woollen Manufaéture, held at Mr. Greaves’s, the George [nn, in Honley, -
in the parith of Almondbury, on_Wednefday the 28th day|of May, 1806,
at three o’clock in the afternoon, to take into- confideration the neceffity
and propriety of fending a delegate or delegates from thefe parithes to
give evidence before the Selet Committee of the Houfe off Commons, re-
{pecting the nature of the Trade, and the objects this meeting have in view,
relative to the Woollen Manufa&ture in thefe parithes, purfuant to public
notice pofted up, in printed hand-bills, throughout the faid parithes; Mr.
Josepu Fisugr in the Chair:—Refolved unanimoufly, That it is the
opinion of this meeting, that the domeftic {yftem of manufatturing wool-
len cloth is beft adapted to the fituation and circumftances qf thefe parithes,
and to the advantage and convenience of the inhabitants in general.
Refolved unanimoufly, That it”is “the opinion of this n;eeting, that, in- =~ ~
order to preferve and fecure the domeftic fyftem of manufacturing woollen
cloth, the number of looms, being the property of any individual perfon
ar company, to be employed in his or their own buildings, ought to be limited,
and not exceed five.— Re{olved unanimoutly, That it is the opinion of this
meeting that, for the above-meniioned reafon (namely, the prefervation of the
domeftic {yftem), the number of {pinning jennies, or other m:achincs ufed for
the purpoles of {pinning, belonging toany one perfon or comlfany, to be eme

ployed in his or their own building or buildings, ought to|be limited, and -
the number of fpindles not to exceed one hundred and fixty.—Relolved
unanimoufly, That the domeftic {y(tem is highly favourablg to the cultivae.
tion of paternal, filial,and fraternal affetions, the fprings of family happinefs,
and to the cultivation of good, moral, and civil habits, the (‘?urces of public
tranquillity; that the factory fyftem tends to the prevention of thefe affec-
tions and habits, and leads youth fooner into the ftrongeit temptations, by
which they are in danger of being corrupted, even to their ruin.—Refolved
unanimoufly, That, as the Clothiers are a numerous body of men, and their
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trade and eerloyment are their chief, frequently their only birth-right and
fource of fupport, therefore, they ought to be protefted and fecured to them,
as the moft facred property. —Refolved unanimouily, That it is the opinion
of this meeting, that, though it hath, for many years, been the general
prattice for Aparents to inftrutt their own children in the art or myftery
of manufacturing woollen cloth, without taking or binding them ap-
prentices, yet, as, it hath been common for men of different occupations

.. to bind their children apprentlces, to_lcarn the Woollen Cloth Trade,
a feven ycai fervitude is abfolutely neceflary, in order to furnith goed
and fkilful workmen, and to entitle them to follow the Woellen Cloth
Trade. ——RLfol\ed ummmouﬂy, That as certain individuals, (aftuated
more by pr wate intereft chan public good,) made application to Parliament
for the repeal of ait reftridtive laws, and are now oppofing the regulations
which the domefuic manufa&urer withes to cbtain, that they may have
liberty to eret Factories at will, we ought immediately to fend one or
more delegates to affift in giving fuch evidence before the Selet Committee
aforefaid, as may tend to countera& the defign cf fuch individuals,— Refolved
unammouﬂy, That a committee of thlrty-one Mafter Manufaturers be
immediatelylappointed for carrying thefe--refolutions into effet.—Refolved
unanimoufly, That the thanks of this meeting be given to WiLLiam Wip-
BERFORCE, |E{q. for his public approval of the domeftic fyftem; and thata
copy of the above refolutions be immediately printed and fent to him —
Relolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this meeting be given to Mr.
Jofeph Fifher, for his very able condu& in the chair.—Joszrun Fisuer,
Chairman, Josuua MooRHOUSE, Secretary. Printed by Thomas Smart,
Bookfeller, Kirkgate, Huddersfield.”

e ———i

~'Mr. Harrifon hcaVrd to fum up the cafe of -the -Woollen Cloth Manufa &urers of
York

Adjourned.

Committee on the Woollen Trade.

Lunz, o° die ,7umx 1806.

ES—— i

Mr. JACKSON! fummed up the cafe of the Cloth-workers of York, Lan.
cafhire, Wilts, Somerfet, and Gloucefter.

Adjourned.

Martis, 10° die Junii 1806,

-~ Mr. WIGLEY fummed up the cafe of the Woollen Weavers of Gloucefter.
Adjourned.
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